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Abstract

This article presents a method for multi-parameter, simultaneous tuning of the
Monte Carlo event generator. It is validated on the Pythia8 Monte Carlo event gener-
ator widely used in High Energy Physics (HEP). The obtained results show that the
method can be used to constrain the free parameters of phenomenological models while
properly taking into account the correlations existing among the parameters.
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1. Introduction

Historically, to constrain free parameters in multi-parameter models, a tuning procedure
is applied based on the change-check method i.e., parameters are changed ”one-by-one”
and the impact of a particular parameter on the physics observable of interest is studied.
Obviously, for any complex system with too many free parameters, this method becomes non-
optimal in a practical sense as it also suffers not taking into account the correlations existing
between parameters. The state-of-art method is to parameterize the generator behaviour
in a simultaneous change of multi-parameter set by fitting the generator response with a
polynomial for each physics observable entering the tuning list:

MCb(p) ≈ f b(p) = αb
0 +

∑
i

β
(b)
i p′i +

∑
i≤j

γ
(b)
ij p′ip

′
j. (1)

In formula (1), MCb is the true response of the MC generator in a bin b, f b(p) is a set of
functions that model the true MC response for each observable bin b when changing the
parameter vector p and p′ = p - p0 is the parameter vector shifted from its nominal value
p0. To get the optimal, i.e., ”tuned” values of the parameters, the response function is
minimized concerning the reference sample by performing the χ2 minimization as shown in
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formula (2):

χ2(p) =
∑
O

ωO

∑
b∈O

(f b(p)−Rb)
2

∆2
b

, (2)

where Rb is the reference value for bin b, ∆b is the total uncertainty of the bin b and ωO is
the statistical weight for each observable.

Recent experimental results have inspired more modeling work in the theory community.
Simultaneously, efforts to refine the existing models and parameters are ongoing. Although
Pythia [1] has been extensively compared to LHC, Belle, and Belle II data, its constraints
from e+e− colliders haven’t been updated since 2009, relying on an undocumented tuning
effort with the Professor [2] tool. In this work, we address this issue using the Pythia8 Monte
Carlo event generator from the Belle II analysis framework.

2. Toolkits for Tuning

We created a tuning framework to model the continuum data [3] produced by the Pythia8
Monte Carlo event generator. This involves the utilization of a dedicated computing platform
at AANL (belle2.yerphi.am) connected to the Worldwide GRID computing system [4]. To
stay updated with the latest Belle II software releases, we established access to the CernVM
File System (CVMFS) [5] repository on our local server. Being a member of the Belle II in-
ternational collaboration, we have full access to KEK [6] and DESY [7] computing platforms
(PC Farms), enabling the simultaneous distribution of jobs across different systems.

We have designed an automated framework capable of processing different parameter sets
as input and deploying corresponding jobs to the GRID. Likewise, samples generated from
the Worldwide computing system are collected and organized into folders corresponding to
the simulation settings. On the local ”belle2.yerphi.am” machine, the Belle II Analysis Soft-
ware Framework (basf2) [8] environment has been configured for the author of this article. A
set of jobs is then sent to the Worldwide GRID computing platform under the periodic con-
trol and monitoring of the DIRAC [9] project. Access to this platform is facilitated through
the use of the GRID certificate.

3. Tuning Procedure

To address the challenges associated with multi-parameter optimization problems, a special-
ized package, i.e., Professor2 has been developed as an alternative to manual adjustment
methods. The approach used by the Professor2 package is known as parametrization-based
tuning. A notable advantage of this package is its capacity to handle correlations among
different parameters, enabling multivariate minimization within the parameter space.

The primary objective of this method is to determine the correspondence function or
characteristic polynomial between the generated Monte Carlo data and the reference data,
ultimately minimizing the multi-dimensional χ2 function. In our study, we utilize the Pythia8
model for generating physics events. We present a comparison and tuning of selected ob-
servables extracted from reference data and the Belle II off-resonance Monte Carlo event
generator.
One of the important aspects of the tuning procedure is to choose the free parameters from
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the models to which the obsevables of interest are sensitive. This is done by performing sen-
sitivity checks explained in Section 3.2. Having the list of sensitive parameters the tuning
procedure is performed by using the Professor2 toolkit. It requires samples to be generated
with different sets of sensitive parameters. The Professor2 framework provides four types of
parameter sampling: grid, uniform, sobol and latin hypercube sampling. The ”sobol” and
”latin” hypercube distributions aim at covering the space more evenly for low sample sizes.
In this work, we used ”uniform” sampling with N = 1500 parameter points as shown below:

prof2-sample -o output params.dat -n 1500

which creates 1500 sets of parameters within predefined intervals for each. These sets are
used to generate Monte Carlo samples which are later used to extract the observables of
interest and the model parameters to be tuned for. The observables of interest used in this
work are described in detail in Section 2.1. The generated data sets were saved in ROOT
file format, which was later analyzed to extract the distributions of interest in the binned
(histogram) format. It is important to mention that a special care is taken to ensure that
the histograms did not contain any empty bins, otherwise, the empty bins are encountered
by setting the corresponding weights to be equal to zero.

To model the MC response, a characteristic polynomial from the generated Monte Carlo
(MC) samples is constructed as shown below:

prof2-ipol runsdir ipolfile=ipol.dat –order=5

To consider the multiple correlations of parameters, the order of the polynomial can be
changed accordingly. In this work, the order of polynomial is set to 5. Consequently, the
output of the interpolation is the file ”ipol.dat” , which contains the interpolation results
essential for the tuning procedure, such as the MC response extracted for each observable in
terms of bin content variation.

Fig. 1. ”ipol.dat” file.

To ensure the full coverage of Monte Carlo samples generated with different parameter sets
on the reference data, the ”envelope” plots are used that effectively visualize the access of
the generated data on the full spectra of the reference data:

prof2-envelopes mc -d refdir

The final step of the tuning procedure is performed using the prof2-tune tool. It minimizes
the MC response function given in the form of the characteristic polynomial and accumulated
in the ”ipol.dat” file by comparing it with the reference data for each distribution obtained
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(a) Envelope plot of Thrust
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(b) Envelope plot of number of tracks in event

Fig. 2. The yellow band corresponds to the coverage of the generated MC samples by using
different Pythia8 parameter settings and black points are from the reference sample.

from various MC runs with different parameter sets. These run combinations can be gener-
ated uniquely and randomly at runtime by prof2-tune, or they can be provided through a
plain text file.

prof2-tune -d refdir ipolfiles=ipol.dat -r runsdir=refdir/../mc

3.1 Observables Used in Tuning

The variables (observables) used in the tuning procedure are tabulated in Table 1. and Table
2. The selection of a particular variable is motivated by the specifics of the tuning, namely,
for what purpose the tuning of the generator is performed, thus, what model(s) entering the
generator should be constrained. In this work, two-stage tuning was performed. First, three
variables (see Table 1) of interest were selected. In the second stage, one more variable is
added to the list (see Table 2).

Table 1. Observables used for the first stage tuning.

Thrust

Inclusive charge particle momentum spectra

Number of tracks in event

It is important to mention that adding more variables to the tuning list increases the
possible correlation between the parameters in the tuning list thus making it more difficult to
minimize multidimensional χ2 for the MC response function.This study used three and four
variables consequently, achieving a good agreement between the reference sample and MC
simulations. In this work, the ”Event” and ”Event shape” variables are used to study the
hadron production process later modeled in Pythia8, as well as to separate the events with
different quark origins produced in the Belle II experiment. Specifically, the Thrust and
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Table 2. Observables used for the second stage tuning.

Thrust

Inclusive charge particle momentum spectra

Number of tracks in event

visibleEnergyOfEventCMS

FoxWolframR2 [10] variables are crucial in distinguishing continuum events from BantiB
events. At the same time, the use of event variables is essential to avoid possible issues
related to Particle Identification (PID) inefficiency effects and background interference. The
Thrust axis T is determined by the direction in which the sum of the longitudinal momenta
of particles reaches its maximum. The thrust T is connected to the Thrust axis by

T =

∑ |pi ·T|∑ |pi|
, (3)

where pi represents the momentum of each particle.
The Fox-Wolfram moments are defined as follows:

H l
x =

N∑
i,j=1

W x
ijPl(cosΩij), (4)

where W x
ij is a weight factor, and Pl(cosΩij) is the Legendre polynomial, and the FoxWol-

framR2 is given by the ratio

foxWolframR2 =
H2

H0

. (5)

The inclusive charged particle momentum spectrum in high-energy particle physics refers
to the distribution of momenta for all charged particles produced in a collision of beams.
This observable provides insights into the overall behavior and characteristics of particle
production within a given experiment.

Another important observable in the experiment is the ”visibleEnergyOfEventCMS”,
which is defined as a sum of the energies of all particles that leave observable signals in the
detector:

Evis =
∑

visible particles

Ei. (6)

3.2 Sensitivity Checks

To reveal the sensitive parameters for the selected list of observables, the parameter sensi-
tivity checks are perfomed using the normalized residuals extracted from two sample tests,
as shown below :

ri =
ni −Np̂i

√
Np̂i

√
(1−N/(N +M))(1− (ni +mi)/(N +M)

. (7)
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Table 3. The list of six different parameters that are selected from the Pythia Monte-Carlo event

generator for tuning the ”Event” and ”Event shape” variables.

Parameters Values

StringFlav:mesonUDvector (default = 0.50; min = 0., max = 3.)

StringFlav:mesonSvector (default = 0.55; min = 0., max = 3.)

StringFlav:mesonCvector (default = 0.88; min = 0., max = 3.)

StringFlav:thetaPS (default = -15.; min = -90., max = 90.)

StringFlav:thetaV (default = 36.; min = -90., max = 90.)

TimeShower:alphaSvalue (default = 36.; min = -90., max = 90.)

0.60 0.65 0.70 0.75 0.80 0.85 0.90 0.95
Thrust

−3

−2

−1

0

1

2

3

Re
si
du

al
s

StringFlav:mesonSvector mod=10%

(a) The sensitivity plot of StringFlav:meson
Svector Pythia parameter

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8
foxWolframR2

−3

−2

−1

0

1

2

3
Re

si
du

al
s

StringFlav:thetaV mod=10%
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(c) The sensitivity plot of StringFlav:meson
UDvector Pythia parameter
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(d) The sensitivity plot of StringFlav:probStoUD
Pythia parameter

Fig. 3. The sensitivity check for parameters given in Table 2 based on Thrust and FoxWolfram
distributions.

When normalized residuals exceed the 2 sigma level (see Fig. 3) for certain observables, we
consider them to be sensitive to a particular parameter. Conversely, for other parameters,
there is an absence of sensitivity, as indicated by residuals within the 2 sigma window. The
most sensitive parameters concerning the ”event” and ”event shape” variables are listed in
Table 3.
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3.3 Validation Scheme

For the validation of the developed scheme, the Monte Carlo (MC) simulations provided by
Belle II collaboration were used as reference samples.

4. Results

Our studies show that the validation of the Pythia8 MC tuning procedure using the Pro-
fessor2 package is highly affected by the statistics and the number of generated samples, as
well as the correlations between Pythia8 parameters. Controlling these factors is crucial for
obtaining meaningful and reliable results from simulations using Pythia8. Meanwhile, by
increasing the statistics and the number of generated MC samples for u,d,s,c quark com-
binations and using interpolation with a 5th order characteristic polynomial, we reproduce
the distributions extracted from the reference sample as it can be seen in Figures 5-6. It is
important to mention that due to correlations, the tuned values of parameters can differ from
their default values although the spectra of observables of interest from tuned and reference
samples are in a very good agreement.

Fig. 4. Correlations values of the parameters for the first stage tune.

For the first tune we have chosen 3 variables, they are:

Table 4. Observables used for the first stage tuning.

Thrust

Inclusive charge particle momentum spectra

Number of tracks in event
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Pythia8 parameters Default Tuned Comment

StringFlav:mesonUDvector =0.5 =0.444457 ! Light-flavour vector suppression

StringFlav:mesonSvector =0.55 =0.434957 ! Strange vector suppression

StringFlav:mesonCvector =2.8 =2.428458 ! Charm vector suppression

StringFlav:thetaPS =-15 =-13.500045 ! Mixing angle thetaPS

StringFlav:thetaV =36 =29.243306 ! Mixing angle thetaV

TimeShower:alphaSvalue =0.1365 =0.135795 ! Effective alphaS(mZ) value

(a) (b)

Fig. 5. Comparing Thrust and Number of tracks in event distributions: Default Monte Carlo
(MC) in blue vs. tuned in black.

Fig. 6. Comparing Inclusive charge particle momentum distributions: Default Monte Carlo (MC)
in blue vs. tuned in black.

The default and tuned values for the Pythia8 parameters.
For three variables, the parameters’ default and tune values were quite similar, consid-

ering the errors.
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Pythia8 parameters MIGRAD errors

StringFlav:mesonUDvector =4.685612e-02

StringFlav:mesonSvector =8.267797e-02

StringFlav:mesonCvector =1.690820e-01

StringFlav:thetaPS =7.967455e+00

StringFlav:thetaV =8.819869e+00

TimeShower:alphaSvalue =4.741711e-04

Fig. 7. Parameter correlation values for the second-stage tuning.

Next, we included the visibleEnergyOfEventCMS variable in our list of observables to
study the impact of correlations when tuning with an increased number of variables. This
tune was also performed with 5th-order polynomial to ensure the robustness for the mini-
mization results.

As it can be seen from Fig. 8 (b), the comparison between tuned and reference samples
for visibleEnergyOfEventsCMS observable is also a very good agreement.

Pythia8 parameters Default Tuned Comment

StringFlav:mesonUDvector =0.5 =0.454673 ! Light-flavour vector suppression

StringFlav:mesonSvector =0.55 =0.432484 ! Strange vector suppression

StringFlav:mesonCvector =2.8 =2.388490 ! Charm vector suppression

StringFlav:thetaPS =-15 =-14.416715 ! Mixing angle thetaPS

StringFlav:thetaV =36 =32.127201 ! Mixing angle thetaV

TimeShower:alphaSvalue =0.1365 =0.135604 ! Effective alphaS(mZ) value
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The Default and tuned values for Pythia8 parameters. For four variables, the parameters
default and tune values were quite similar, considering the errors.

Pythia8 parameters MIGRAD errors

StringFlav:mesonUDvector =4.270846e-02

StringFlav:mesonSvector =7.325382e-02

StringFlav:mesonCvector =1.705115e-01

StringFlav:thetaPS =6.570061e+00

StringFlav:thetaV =6.979057e+00

TimeShower:alphaSvalue =4.257399e-04

(a) (b)

Fig. 8. Comparing Thrust and Number of tracks in event distributions: Default Monte Carlo

(MC) in blue vs. tuned in black.

(a) (b)

Fig. 9. Comparing Inclusive charge particle momentum andvisibleEnergyOfEventCMS

distributions: Default Monte Carlo (MC) in blue vs. tuned in black.
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5. Conclusion

Validation of the tuning procedure developed to tune a certain set of parameters from the
Pythia8 Monte Carlo event generator is performed using the Professor2 package. The tuning
is done simultaneously for ”event” and ”event shape” variables using six parameters from
Pythia8 MC. The obtained results show that the comparison between the reference and
tuned spectra is in a very good agreement. The developed procedure can be extended to
any model with free parameters constraining it by using real experimental data.
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¿ û·ï³·áñÍí»É ý»ÝáÙ»ÝáÉá·Ç³Ï³Ý Ùá¹»ÉÝ»ñÇ ³½³ï å³ñ³Ù»ïñ»ñÁ Ï³ñ·³µ»ñ»Éáõ
Ñ³Ù³ñ Ñ³ßíÇ ³éÝ»Éáí å³ñ³Ù»ïñ»ñÇ ÙÇç¨ ³éÏ³ Ïáé»É³óÇ³Ý»ñÁ:

´³Ý³ÉÇ µ³é»ñ` ØáÝï» Î³éÉá ÃÛáõÝÇÝ·, Ñ³¹ñáÝÇ½³óÇ³, Pythia8, Belle II ·Çï³÷áñÓ, 
professor2 ÷³Ã»Ã:

Ïðîâåðêà íàñòðîéêè Pythia8 MC ñ èñïîëüçîâàíèåì
Professor2 ïàêåòà
Açàðàâàðä Ì. Ãóìàðÿí

Íàöèîíàëüíàÿ íàó÷íàÿ ëàáîðàòîðèÿ èìåíè À.È. Àëèõàíÿíà, Åðåâàí, Àðìåíèÿ
e-mail: hazar@yerphi.am

Àííîòàöèÿ

Â äàííîé ñòàòüå ïðåäñòàâëåí ìåòîä äëÿ ìíîãîïàðàìåòðè÷åñêîé íàñòðîéêè
ãåíåðàòîðà ñîáûòèé ïî ìåòîäó Ìîíòå-Êàðëî. Ìåòîä àïðîáèðîâàí íà íàñòðîéêå
Ìîíòå Êàðëî ãåíåðàòîðà Pythia8, øèðîêî èñïîëüçóåìîãî äëÿ ôèçèêè âûñîêèõ
ýíåðãèé (ÔÂÝ). Ïîëó÷åííûå ðåçóëüòàòû ïîêàçûâàþò, ÷òî ìåòîä ìîæåò áûòü
èñïîëüçîâàí äëÿ îïðåäåëåíèÿ ñâîáîäíûõ ïàðàìåòðîâ ôåíîìåíîëîãè÷åñêèõ
ìîäåëåé, îäíîâðåìåííî ïîçâîëÿÿ ó÷åñòü êîððåëÿöèè ñóùåñòâóþùèå ìåæäó
ïàðàìåòðàìè.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: Íàñòðîéêà Ìîíòå-Êàðëî, àäðîíèçàöèÿ, Pythia8, ýêñïåðèìåíò
Belle II, ïàêåò ïðîôåññîð2.


	01_02
	HAZ



